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of temporary security, but the system of mutual
guarantee to which King Alexander had been devoted
had crashed.

There was one clear relief. The spectre of the
Habsburgs had been laid, Vienna censed to be a centre
of intrigue against Belgrade, Budapest became quies-
cent. In the Nazi conquest of Vienna many documents
relating to Colonel Perchevitch fell into their hands,
though they were not made public. And papers
incriminating the monarchists were seized. Jugoslavia
rejoiced when a Berlin newspaper referred to the
Habsburgs as a family of degenerates. So, after all,
Princip at Sarajevo only murdered a degenerate!

But a tremor passed through the German-speaking
populations of Croatia and Slovenia when the seventy-
five million "friends" appeared on their boundaries,
There was no longer any state capital of Vienna and their
choice became Berlin or Belgrade. The domestic
situation in Jugoslavia had not improved since Alexander
died. The Croats still refused co-operation. The
Regent had tried to revert to a democratic regime and
found, like Alexander before him, that it would not
work. And to make confusion worse confounded the
Serbs were divided among themselves. Strong govern-
ment, a virtual dictatorship, seemed the only practical
means of holding the nation together and that accorded
with the desires of Berlin and Rome, But it was a
dictatorship of the premier minister, not of the throne.
The premier, Stoyadinovhch, was a staunch supporter
of Germany and Italy,

Prince Paul became in effect the only Regent, The
other two did little more than sign their names to
decrees. General Tomitch, commander of the Belgrade
garrison, who. was reserve regent, committed suicide.
But there was no need for more than one man to represent
the throne till the young King came of age. Paul
Karageorgievitch filled the bill.

Mr. Winston Churchill appealed to the Prince to